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Advancing affluence

Former O.C. Wealthy 100
chapter leader forms new
group, Echelon, aimed more
at financial security and less
snob appeal.

By JOHN GITTELSOHN
The Orange County Regisler

They gather at Ferrari showrooms, wineries
and five-star hotels. They learn about
investing in Las Vegas, chartering jets or
marketing on the Internet.

They call themselves "The Wealthy 100," a
combination investment and social club for
people who aspire to get rich and stay that
way.

"The Wealthy 100" Web site lists 13 chapters
nationally, with four in Orange County, more
than any other region of the country. But as
of this week, only one chapter here remains
active.

"The Wealthy 100 sounds sort of retail," said
Todd Rustman, a Newport Beach financial
adviser who announced this week that he
was dropping out as a Wealthy 100 chapter
leader. "I'm not a salesperson. I'm not a
pushy person."”

Orange County hosts 1,638 branch offices
for licensed stock brokers and dealers,
according to the California Department of
Corporations. So financial advisers
constantly seek new ways to distinguish
themselves from the pack.

"The Wealthy 100," a name trademarked in
2002 by Arizona financial adviser Jeff
Christenson, is one approach to building
clientele. The name evokes memories of
America's gilded age during the late 1800s,
when the country's elite was a small group of
families such as the Vanderbilts, Whitneys
and Morgans, who controlled much of the
nation's wealth.

Christenson's recipe is simple: Mix catchy
name with requirement for clients to save
and invest at least $1,000 a month; spice
with luxury events to demonstrate the fruits
of financial planning.

"One of our mottos is 'It's not what you

make, it's what you keep,' " said Christenson,
36. "Another motto is 'Surround yourself

with success.'"
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